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Former transport minister S. Iswa-
ran arrived at the State Courts at
about 3.30pm onOct 7 for the start
of his 12-month jail sentence.
He was accompanied by a rela-

tive as he walked up to Court 4A to
surrender himself ahead of the
4pm deadline.
Flanked by his defence team

fromDavinder Singh Chambers, Is-
waran handed over his identity
card to court officers.
He then hugged his male relative

beforehewas led to thedockwhere
officers escorted him to the court
lock-up facility for his transfer to
Changi Prison.
The 62-year-old had revealed at

about 1.20pm on Oct 7 that he was
not appealing against the sentence
handed down by theHigh Court on
Oct 3.
In a statement on Facebook, Is-

waran said: “Itwas important tome
that the public prosecutor amend-
ed the charges against me under

thePreventionofCorruptionAct to
those under Section 165 of the Pe-
nal Code regarding the acceptance
of gifts by public servants.
“I accept that as aminister what I

did was wrong under Section 165. I
accept full responsibility formy ac-
tions andapologise unreservedly to
all Singaporeans.”
He added that his family’s well-

being and the emotional toll on his
loved ones of a long trial extending
well into 2025, and possibly be-
yond, weighed heavily on him.
“The past 15months have already

been most difficult. With this deci-
sion, I hope that we can put the
pain and anguish behind us, move
forward and rebuild our lives to-
gether,” he added.
Iswaran thanked those who

stood by him and helped him face
the probe, saying he was touched
by his family’s love, prayers and
support.
“I am indebted to my friends and

grassroots leaders for their unstint-
ing support, faith and encourage-
ment.
“I am grateful to my lawyers and

also to the many who have ex-

pressed their concern and support
for me, in person and through so-
cial media,” he said, adding that
serving his constituents and Singa-
poreans over the past three dec-
ades has been the greatest honour
of his life.
“As this chapter of my life comes

to a close, my family and I look to
the future with gratitude and re-
newed hope,” he added.
Iswaran was sentenced to jail af-

ter he pleaded guilty to five charg-
es. They comprise four charges of
obtaining valuable items as a public
servant fromOngBengSeng, chair-

man of Formula One race promoter
Singapore GP, and Mr David Lum
Kok Seng, managing director of
construction company Lum Chang
Holdings.
The fifth chargewas for obstruct-

ing the course of justice by making
payment of $5,700 for a business-

class flight he had taken fromDoha
to Singapore in 2022 at Ong’s ex-
pense. Iswaran made the payment
to throw off the Corrupt Practices
Investigation Bureau, which found
his name in a flight manifest it had
seizedwhile investigatingOng’s as-
sociates.
The jail term meted out to Iswa-

ran was almost double the six to
seven months’ jail the prosecution
had sought. His lawyer, Senior
Counsel Davinder Singh, had asked
for not more than eight weeks’ jail.
In sentencing Iswaran, Justice

Vincent Hoong said the prosecu-
tion and defence had asked for
“manifestly inadequate” jail terms.
The judge said general deter-

rence, aimed at setting an example
for others who commit offences,
was the primary consideration in
his sentencing decision.
He added that Iswaran, as a min-

ister and chairman of the Formula
One steering committee, wielded
influence in matters of great public
interest, even if there was no evi-
dence the gifts had influenced de-
cisions over Formula One or its
contracts.
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Iswaran starts 12-month jail term after deciding not to appeal

Wong Shiying
and Andrew Wong

Former transport minister S. Iswaran (right) leaving the State Courts in a prison
van on Oct 7, heading for Changi Prison. ST PHOTO: KELVIN CHNG PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO

REIM, Israel – Israel held solemn
memorials against the backdrop of
continued fighting on the first an-
niversary of the deadliest day in
the country’s history – the Hamas-
led attack on Oct 7, 2023, which is
now spiralling into a far wider con-
flict in the Middle East.
Israel’s enemies – Iran-backed

militant groups Hamas and Hez-
bollah –marked the day by raining
rockets across Israel, with some
slipping past air defence systems
and slamming into buildings and
homes.
The anniversary caps 12 months

of profound loss and trauma for
both Israelis and Palestinians.
On Oct 7, 2023, Hamas militants

broke through the border from Ga-
za into southern Israel, killed more
than 1,200 Israelis and took 251
hostages.
Hours after that attack, the Israe-

li military tore across Gaza. In the
12 months since then, it has re-
duced large swathes of the enclave
to rubble. That relentless offensive
against Gaza has so far killed close
to 42,000 Palestinians.
Israel’s President Isaac Herzog

began the Oct 7 commemoration
with a moment of silence at
6.29am local time (11.29am in Sin-
gapore) – the exact time of the at-
tacks – at Kibbutz Reim in north-
ern Israel, the site of amusic festiv-
al where hundreds were killed by
Hamas.
Songs and prayers were accom-

panied by the resounding booms
and sharp cracks of Israeli strikes
just across the border in Gaza.
The organisers – family mem-

bers of those killed – had planned
to sound a siren for a minute, but
the security authorities asked
them not to, as they feared the
crowd would confuse it for a warn-
ing of incoming rocket fire.
Instead, at 6.29am, after hearing

the track that the crowd was danc-
ing to a year ago when the assault
began, thehundredswhohadgath-
ered stood for a minute of silence

tomark themoment. It was broken
by a bereaved mother’s piercing
cries.
Among those mourning their

loved ones were Mr Michael Mar-
lowe and his wife Lisa from En-
gland. Their son, Mr Jake Aaron
Marlowe, 26, had moved to Israel
and was working as part of an un-
armed security team at the festival
when he was killed.
He was shot nine times, his fa-

ther said. When asked what he
does in life, Mr Marlowe replied: “I
grieve constantly now.”
InTelAviv, the families of hostag-

es and their supporters rallied be-
fore dawn to call for the return of
their loved ones.

They have spent 12 months in a
kind of suspended animation.
They have spoken at rallies and
met Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, American officials and
even Hollywood celebrities eager
to show their support.
“It is a horrible feeling to meet

these peoplewho havemajor influ-

ence all over the world and not get
our family back,” Mr Tomer Keshet
said. He is a cousin of Mr Yarden
Bibas, whose family became in-
stantly known last October after
images of his wife, Shiri, and red-
haired children, three-year-old
Ariel and nine-month-old Kfir, be-
ing kidnapped during the Hamas-

led attack were widely shared on-
line.

UNPARALLELED LOSS

Palestinians in Gaza, on the other
hand, are looking back on a year of
unparalleled loss: homes de-
stroyed, livelihoods upended, rela-

tionships interrupted and loved
ones killed.
None of the more than two mil-

lion people in the territory has
been unaffected.
“We were so happy before this

war,” said Ms Maisaa al-Naffar, 20,
recalling her first few weeks as a
newlywed in 2023. She added: “I
am not the person I used to be.”
ForMrAbuKheir, the image from

the war that lingers is that of a
naked, lifeless woman lying in the
street, blown out of a house that
had been bombarded.
The conflict has killed two of his

best friends, and displaced him and
his family, he said. It also destroyed
the apartment he was building in
the southern Gaza city of Rafah.
The war, he said, has “destroyed

my dreams”.
Mr Jehad Abu Hatab, a 35-year-

old father of four originally from
KhanYounis in southernGaza, said
the most difficult part of the past
year has been the constant dis-
placement.
His youngest son, Siraj, was born

just two weeks into the war. Re-
peated evacuation orders have dri-
ven them fromoneplace to another
– seven times in all, he said,withno
hope of returning home soon.
“This year has turned us into

bodies without souls,” Mr Abu Ha-
tab said. “We just tasted all differ-
ent types of suffering and hard-
ship.”

TAKING SIDES

Tens of thousands, meanwhile, at-
tended events in cities around the
world, some organised to pay trib-
ute to the victims of Hamas’ attack,
and others to voice support for Pal-
estinians.
In London on Oct 6, thousands

gathered in Hyde Park, waving Is-
raeli flags and “bring them home”
placards with the faces of the hos-
tages.
The day before, a “National

March for Palestine” in the city saw
chants of “stop bombing civilians”
and “hands off Lebanon”.
In Berlin, a pro-Israel demonstra-

tion near the city’s Brandenburg
Gate on Oct 6 drew around 500
people. Many waved the Israeli flag
and some carried pictures of hos-
tages held by Hamas.
Over a thousand people, mean-

while, marched in solidarity with
Palestinians in the same city, with
demonstrators chanting, “Gaza,
you are not alone”.

Israelis, Palestinians reflect on
pain and loss as war grinds on
Hamas, Hezbollah
mark anniversary
by raining rockets
across Israel

Memorial candles lit on Oct 7 inside a bomb shelter in southern Israel where people were killed during the deadly attack a year ago by Hamas militants. In Tel Aviv, the
families of hostages and their supporters rallied before dawn to call for the return of their loved ones. PHOTO: REUTERS
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One year after Oct 7 attack

Pasir Ris residents have access to
more healthcare services with the
opening of the redeveloped Pasir
Ris Polyclinic on Oct 7.
Located within the new Pasir Ris

Mall, the facility is four times big-
ger than before andhas added den-

tal and physiotherapy services.
By the second half of 2025, it will

also introduce services catering to
patientswith dementia andmental
health issues.
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