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Singapore’s strong stance against 
corruption has been a key factor in 
its  progress,  while  trust  in  the  
government,  built  over  decades,  
has helped the Republic overcome 
adversity, said President Halimah 
Yacob.

A clean and honest government 
has  been  one  of  the  city-state’s  
largest  competitive  advantages,
she said, as businesses can flourish 
when rules are transparent and ap-
plied fairly.

Meritocracy and an emphasis on 
integrity in governance mean Sin-
gaporeans have equal opportuni-
ties to fulfil their potential while be-
ing confident that  decisions and 
policies  are  made  for  the public  
good rather than for private inter-
ests, she added.

President Halimah was speaking 
at the Corrupt Practices Investiga-
tion Bureau’s (CPIB) 70th anniver-
sary event, which was held at the Is-
tana on Wednesday evening.

Among those in the 120-strong 
audience were Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong and Emeritus Senior 
Minister Goh Chok Tong.

President Halimah said that Sin-
gapore today is widely recognised 
as one of the least corrupt coun-
tries in the world.

This year, the Republic came in 
fourth out of 180 countries and ter-
ritories and first in Asia in corrup-
tion watchdog Transparency Inter-
national’s annual list of least cor-
rupt nations. 

Denmark, Finland and New Zea-
land tied for first place.

But Singapore’s  low-corruption 
status was not always the case. Cor-
ruption was  rampant in  colonial  
Singapore and it was common to 
give bribes to receive permits and 
licences.

When the People’s Action Party 

government  came  to  power  in  
1959,  its  leaders  made  it  their  
mission to establish a clean and ef-

ficient government.
To check and punish corruption, 

CPIB  must  be  scrupulous,  thor-

ough and fearless in its investiga-
tions, President Halimah said.

It is incumbent on today’s lead-

ers and every Singaporean to pro-
tect and maintain this strong trust 
in the system that the pioneer lead-

ers have painstakingly built up, she 
said.

Noting  how  the  CPIB  has  not  
shied  away  from  taking  action  
against  senior  government  offi-
cials such as ministers and senior 
civil servants, she said the bureau’s 
independence is protected by the 
Constitution.

“The director of CPIB can go di-
rectly to the President should the 
Prime Minister stop him from in-
vestigating  any  individual  under  
suspicion of corruption.

“This means that CPIB can inves-
tigate anyone, without political in-
fluence,  favour,  or  fear  of
reprisals.”

Madam  Halimah  also  thanked  
CPIB’s  foreign counterparts,  and 
noted how such networks are im-
portant  for  operational  coopera-
tion and the exchange of best prac-
tices and know-how. 

Among  those  present  at  the
event  were  anti-corruption  offi-
cials from Brunei, Hong Kong, In-
donesia and Malaysia.

To  commemorate  CPIB’s  work  
over the past 70 years, an orchid 
named Papilionanda CPIB was un-
veiled at the Istana on Wednesday.

Madam Halimah noted that the 
orchid traces its lineage to the Re-
public’s  national  flower,  Vanda  
Miss Joaquim, while being closely 
intertwined with Aranda Lee Kuan 
Yew, an orchid named in tribute to 
the late founding prime minister 
Lee Kuan Yew in 2015.

“This is very fitting, considering 
Mr  Lee’s  firm  determination  to  
weed out corruption from our way 
of life,” she said.

A new history book that docu-
ments Singapore’s anti-corruption 
journey and CPIB’s contributions 
was also launched. 

It will be available across select 
bookstores from Saturday at $39.59 
(inclusive of GST) in soft cover.

In  his  foreword  for  the  book,  
Scrupulous, Thorough, Fearless – 
The CPIB Story, PM Lee congratu-
lates CPIB on its 70th anniversary 
and notes how Singapore’s success 
depends  on  keeping  the  nation  
and society clean and non-corrupt. 

CPIB director Denis Tang, who 
wrote the preface, noted how the 
organisation would not have been 
able to fulfil  its  mission without  
tough anti-corruption laws put in 
place  and  constant  vigilance
against  corruption  by  the  citi-
zenry. 

Thanking Yale-NUS College stu-
dents,  who were involved in the 
book’s co-creation, Mr Tang said: 
“Our youth are our future, and I  
hope they ensure that the seeds of 
anti-corruption are always rooted 
in our society.”
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President Halimah Yacob and Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at the launch of the new book Scrupulous, Thorough, Fearless – The CPIB Story, at the Corrupt 
Practices Investigation Bureau’s 70th anniversary event at the Istana on Wednesday evening. With them are (from left) Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong and 
CPIB director Denis Tang. Attendees of the event toured an exhibition (below) showcasing CPIB’s history. ST PHOTOS: DESMOND WEE

People’s trust, built 
over decades, has 
helped the Republic 
overcome adversities

To better recruit officers and retain 
experienced ones, the Corrupt Prac-
tices Investigation Bureau (CPIB) is 
reviewing the scheme of service for 
its officers, said President Halimah 
Yacob at the organisation’s 70th an-
niversary on Wednesday.

This may involve aligning the re-
tirement  age of  its  officers  with  
that  of  the  public  service  and  
strengthening professional devel-
opment of CPIB investigators.

Currently, the retirement age for 
CPIB officers is 56. The retirement 
age for public officers is 63.

To enhance its capabilities, CPIB 
is also leveraging technology and 
has been developing a new plat-
form to let it better manage and 
evaluate  corruption  complaints
from the public.

Called  Command  (Complaints  
Management  Digital),  the  plat-
form will assign a corruption risk 

score to  all  complaints  CPIB re-
ceives from the public.

This score is determined using 
natural  language  processing  and  
the  platform’s  machine-learning  
capabilities.

CPIB  said  of  Command:
“Through  enhanced  insights  by  
leveraging past complaints,  it  al-
lows  for  better  decision-making  
and data-led recommendations.”

The  platform  can  also  recom-

mend which officers are best de-
ployed to each case, to follow up on 
investigations if necessary.

This will  provide faster resolu-
tion to complaints it receives, CPIB 
said.

On Wednesday, it also launched a 
book that documents Singapore’s 
anti-corruption journey and the bu-
reau’s contributions.

The  472-page  book,  called
Scrupulous, Thorough, Fearless – 

The CPIB Story, is divided into six 
parts, and traces how Singapore at-
tained its status as one of the least 
corrupt nations in the world.

It also examines how the CPIB 
cracked some of the most high-pro-
file cases of corruption in Singa-
pore, such as one in the 1990s in-
volving Ah Long San, Singapore’s 
most notorious loan shark who cul-
tivated a network of police officers.

The officers would tip him off on 

impending  police  raids.  In  ex-
change,  he  entertained  them  at  
nightclubs and paid for their holi-
days.

In 2001, Ah Long San was jailed 
for 10 years, and the policemen in-
volved were fined, jailed, or both.

The book will be available across 
select bookstores from Saturday at 
$39.59 (inclusive of GST) in soft  
cover. 
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WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOUR

The CPIB plays a key role keeping our agencies and 
institutions honest and clean. Our anti-corruption 
efforts continue to be well-regarded, and Singapore 
consistently ranks highly on global surveys of the 
least corrupt countries in the world. Singaporeans 
trust that the laws apply to all and are enforced 
without fear or favour. Because of this never- ending 
vigilance, we have made ourselves a trustworthy and 
reliable place to visit, do business and invest in. We 
should never take this state of affairs for granted.

’’PRIME MINISTER LEE HSIEN LOONG, in a Facebook post.
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